Unusual complications of cervical spine surgery for cervical myelopathy in rheumatoid arthritis.
Cervical myelopathy is a recognized complication of rheumatoid arthritis and other inflammatory arthropathies. In a significant proportion of patients, surgical stabilization of the cervical spine offers the best opportunity for improvement of symptoms and long-term survival. We report two cases that illustrate some potential complications of cervical spine surgery and which also emphasize the need for vigilance when caring for patients in this group.